Metalinguistic Awareness Skills of 3- to 7-year-old Typically Developing Children
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Isquith, Guy, & Kenworthy, 2000).

e Children completed the Matrices subtest of the Kaufman
Brief Intelligence Test, Second Edition (KBIT-2; Kaufman &
Kaufman, 2004), the Recalling Sentences subtest of the
Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamental, and a
metalinguistic awareness probe.

e The metalinguistic probe comprised tasks used by other
researchers to evaluate vocabulary and morphology
metalinguistic skills.

« What will the sky look like when you see this? (blue)

Task 3: Wug Task

« I am going to show you some pictures and say some sentences. Sometimes

a word will be missing. I want you to tell me the missing word.
* This is a wug
* Now there is another one. There are two of them. There are two 5

Task 4: Grammatical Judgment
* Wobo is a creature from outerspace. Sometimes she says things the wrong

way. Sometimes she says things that are silly. You need to tell her when she

says a sentence the wrong way.
* Apples grow on noses.
« I have two pencil.

Children improved ability to think about language with age.
Recalling sentences and nonverbal IQ potentially impacted the
children’s metalinguistic awareness abilities, with stronger
performance on recalling sentences and nonverbal IQ
assessments being associated with stronger metalinguistic
abilities.

Working memory and inhibition did not significantly influence
the children’s metalinguistic awareness performance.
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