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Phonology Vocabulary
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Phonology
Grammar

Vocabulary

● Delayed onset of combining words
● Missing or incorrect words (question

words, conjunctions)
● Awkward constructions (particularly

for complex sentences and
questions)

● Limited productivity of early
grammatical markings

● Leaves off word endings
● Particular difficulty understanding

complex sentences even if they
produce them occasionally
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Phonology
Grammar

Vocabulary

Discourse

● Difficulties making inferences/”reading
between the lines”

● Discourse is out of order/disjointed
● Overuse/underuse/misuse of pronouns
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Phonology
Grammar Reading

Vocabulary

Discourse

● Often parallels language comprehension deficits
● Difficulty answering questions about what was read
● Difficulty making inferences
● Problems understanding figurative or abstract language
● May co-occur with a diagnosis of Dyslexia
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Phonology

Writing

Grammar Reading
Vocabulary

Discourse

● Often parallels spoken language deficits
● Errors in syntax and vocabulary
● Some trouble with spelling
● Difficulty organizing paragraphs (within and between)
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35 How to clarify eligibility vs. diagnosis

Your child shows difficulties with language
development that are consistent with a condition known
as Developmental Language Disorder. If you’d like to learn

more about their profile, you can find information by
searching for Developmental Language Disorder,

which is an internationally used term.

Your child is eligible for
speech and language services
under the category of [state

eligibility term]. Another term for
their profile is ‘Developmental

Language Disorder.’
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